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'Scape

Our project focuses on 1mpr0vmg connecthty in Des Mames Marma

 District by designing a system of kiosks, directional signs, and pedes-

trian infrastructure improvements that will enhance the city’s unique

- character while complementing its existing assets. We selected the indi-
vidual components of the wayfinding system from the Planning Commis-

sion’s Comprehensive Wayfinding Program (included on following page)
based on our skill sets and the limited time available to us. We envision
this system as a foundation from which the city can build upon as the

| ﬂawntown area further develops.

Methods

- Through GIS, historical research primary mvantory of pedestrian cor-

ridors, social ecology mapping, and community iriterviews, we enideav- |
ored to provide a comprehensive overview of the strengths and chal-
lenges in Des Moines’ Marina District and design a wayfinding system

‘accordingly. We designed the system using elements frorm Gig Harbor’s,

Edmonds’, and Anacortes’ respective downtowns for inspiration. When

compiling the report, we used ArcGIS to create maps, Adobe Illustrator
_to prepare the spatial data for visual presentation, and Adobe InDesign
~ to create the report layout, organization, and sequencing.

'Repart Findings : .
- We found that the downtown area c‘:antams a crucial cc::nnectzwty gap be-
tween the marina and Marine View Drive. There are a number of differ-

ent causes, the most critical being a lack of development on 6th and 7th

Avenues, ambiguous or inconsistent pedestrian infrastructure, and no di-
_rect travel path from Central Downtown to the fishing pier or boardwalk.
~ Our recommendations aim to rectify or mitigate some of these adverse
conditions while also complimenting Des Moines’ nautical identity.

| REEEN  cityer
Des NMoines
ey WASHINTGTONR

 [Executive Summary]

Repnrt Grganlzatlan : :

Our report will begin with an examination of the context of our wayfmdmg |
system. We will address the city’s vision for its downtown area, taking into
account its desire that the Marina District serve as a destination for tourists
and residents alike. We will also inventory the area’s assets and the chal-
lenges that our wayfinding system will encounter. Following this, we will

| ~ present our recommendations and illustrations of how the system will actu-

ally work. Some components include kiosk placement, content, and design

‘concepts, as well as a new downtown business directory. Finally, we will

“examine our wayfinding system’s role in enhancing the downtown area’s

sense of place and make recommendations regarding infrastructural im-
provements affecting connectivity, and art placement designed to improve

the user experience.

Mapping
Location Development
Reporter

Team Roles pistorical Significance
General Researcher

Ped. Inventory

Waytinding 'Systerﬁ ;

Placemaking
Art Commission Kiosk Design |
Liaison - '
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Project

Backgrou

The f:mmpmhenswa wuyf:ndmg signage sysiem wﬂ! x‘:m}msi wi‘ ihe §ﬁlimwmg ;:rm?s.

Ci?y C)f D@ﬁ Mﬁ}iﬁéﬁﬁ o o p - o T : ) R .Cf?y Gatewdys{on SR 99 at § 2146™ St, Kent-Des Moines Rd and § 2727 31)
Cﬁm@ Y&‘h%ﬂﬁi\f@ W{:ﬁ yf Eﬁdgﬁ g P gﬂgg rm m % -Marina District Gateways (at Marine View Dr/$ 216" St dnd KDM/Mczrme View Dr/S 22?“‘ Sth

MNote ~ fhe design should build pon the work complated forthe DM Goteway Project

s - Destination ldentity Sighs ) .
o 135, SR99, § 216" 5, Kent-Des Momes Rd (Phase 1) -
o Highline Community College, § 272 Street and Rédoride (Phase 2)

@ _Destmd?;on Directional Signs:

Proj ju:t {}vervww .
The purpose of the prmecf is 16 develop o ﬂampreheﬂswe wayfmdmg signage system-for the City thet will
be installed following o phased implementation plan.

© Redondo — recreafion area/boardwalk/boat launch and MASTF&:C‘HIW {Phase 2)
G Destination/Active Parks and Recreotion Facilities and Pulstic Buildings (Phase 3)

L Work with the Des Moines Arts Commission dind Eommunity to create o simple theme that enhances . ® Pedestrian Directional Signs:
the uniqueness of the Marina District identity and diversity. oA

«  Install directionad signs, kiosks, banners and gateway signs to guide tourists to ?hen Mqrma District o ! _ B _ ) e N
{Phese 1) ond ther pomts of interest in Des Moines (later phases). S _ - © HCC, Redondo, Saltwater State Park, other points of inferest (Phase 2)

®  Develop wehisite,

i’ and other marketing materials to promote local ditivitias, businesses -®  Interpretive Signs:
and ainienities such o waterfront parks, trails, Maring, hrs?orm tandmarks, specialty shops,
restaurants cmci moteld and « : -

. S - . o Redondo pier and boardwalk (Phase 2)
Wayfmdmg {Snnis umi Gi&waiweﬁ _ B e T -
Waytinding elements will project o consistent ;mqge for the entire citys reduce visval clutrer; and premo‘?e o
active living, walking, bicycling, and use of transit. Project objectives Tnelude:

s Parking Identity and Directional Signs (Phase 2)
e 'E}eveio;ﬁ & vehicular and be&e%’rﬁcn wayfinding systém for destinations ?hrc:'ugh’ouf the City with a .
focus on the Marma District. .

R Deveinp fo: wcyﬁndmg system that wsii craate an overall identity fof the Cify, fhc:? i campmzble
with thi dasared marifime chdracter, and thot will diso help to differenfiote emerging districts,

w Provide haghway tourismi signage for 1-5, state ‘routes, and primary bicycle trails; _wsd possibly
' _mmor desﬂﬁohons just outss\de LCity boundaries {i.e,; Sea: Tut Airpart).

Indicates Des Moines'?lanning Commission .63&559&&%3 i'ncorp'c'nra%éd
into the scope of our project.

Incorporate parks, regional trails; recreation facilifies and public buildings and historic sites into
C'Efjf"-in‘rt—:-r;ireﬂv-e signage (i.e., Des Moines Activity Center, Steven J. Underwood Park, Des Moines
Field House Park, Des Moines Bedich Paik Historic District/Event Center, Des Moines Creek Trail,
Saltweter Stite Park, Redonde Becdich, City Hall, Libraries, Mt. Rainier Pool.. Note -'m joint parks
ond trails mop is being prepdred os pars of our HEAL Grant).

»  Ensure guide sigiis are designed consistént with Section 20.50 Cemmunify Wc:y)‘mdmg Sighs &f the

' i’&&emi Highway Admumsfrmhon 2009 Maornival on Umfarm Tresffic C’onfrol Devices (MUTCD) an

® Addrass ADA guldelmes and cor&sademrmns in the desngn of the pmgrc:m

 Provide signage that will direct visifors to parking lots and garages {as these fadilifies cfevel&p in’
. the futurg).

e . e ity of N TN g - b
Yenvrermont | [89)) Des Moines o - _ e - Marina District Wayfinding Project.
fPlanning 3 ONEE. WASHIHGTON: _ S o E L U ; N : o S CCEPH460.Fall 2011
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The future of the City'’s Marina District, formerly known as the
downtown, is bright.”
-City of Des Moines

“It is also a (*:ity shaped'byits gétz'gfaphjz Bordering
Puget Sound, the city and its inhabitants have always
had a maritime orientation.”

-« One Hundred Years of the “Waterland” Community

| “Creates a destination that will support tourism by linking business areas
-flanking Marine View Drive and 7th Avenue South with City assets and _
amenities found and planned for within the Des Moines Marina and Beach

Park.”
~City of Des Moines

“Des Moines, Washington is a city of pioneers.”
= One Hundred Years of the "Waterland” Comumunity

“#n.old fashioned waterfront village: home to re's’t’au:’ra’ﬁts,_ a major
grocery store and unique shops to explore in this pedestrian friendly
neighborhood.”

~ destinationdesmoineswa.org

.. Marina District Wayfinding Project
CEP 460 Fall 2011
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" [Social Ecology Map]

~ Nodes denote:

SN

|

Places of interest
Social gathermg

Public assets i
Restaurants and pubs

I O

&

: Marine | View Dr

Node size accounts for:

¢ Social impacts | B A ) N |
- Historical significance | i N

Ith

The social ecology map illustrates the chasm that exists -
between Marine View Drive and the waterfront, as well
as the lack of amenities along 223rd (the main access
- point to the Marina for North and Central Downtown).

fre R

| Pubhc Spaces

ST i ot

Restaurants & Pubs

Retail & Business

() _ﬂcggf Moines ' ; ) M&rma Dls.tx ict Way fin&mg P‘ru}ect

' Conimunily |
i C é Environment . . - o
. Plannmg, & S ames e : o R R | T CEP4GOFAI0N -

Page 6




thes

The Pedestrian Experience is a catalog of the existing conditions pedestrians will ~

experience as they move throughout the Marina District. Four designations were
chosen that relate to how a pedestrian might feel in a given location. For the pur-
pose of this exercise lighting was not a consideration but certainly could be ex-
| 'plored to enhance the understanding of the pedestrzan ccrndmrs

P edestrian Friend ly designation represenis pa.ths that have been clearly
defined for pedestrian use. C.haractemstms present in this designation include:
sidewalks, crosswalks and markings that seperate auto use from pedestrian use.

Indefined Path designation represents areas along travel corridors that
don’t clearly define a space for the pedestrian user to travel. Characteristics pres-
ent in this designation include: no crosswalks, no sidewalks and no markings that
seperate auto use from pedestrian use. |

Parking Lot des‘igns';titm represents space that seperates a pedestrian user

rom directly accessing the Marina Boardwalk area of interest from the business
Core oOr vice versa.

[arina Boardwalk designation represents the Marina Boardwalk which
acts as a point of interest and a corridor for pedestrian travel along the waterfront.

destrian........

N [OvelrvieW]

y Comiunity 1 [+ city of
Cc 8 p Envirenment 2 | Des Moines
» W™ Planning 5 WHERHINGTON

Marina District Wayfinding Project
CEP 460 Fall 2011
Page 7




- '[_Examplz-es] S |

rian.........

. o

community | [} cdyer _ District Wayfinding Pro ject
YEnvitonmant 2/ Des Moines - - CEP d60.Falt 2011
Flanning B WA SHANG TN e : -
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an experience

Pédéstrian?rieﬁdly
K Undefinecl Path
- Parking Lot

Marina Boardwalk

" [Corridors|North]

P h marina

n O r t LL district |
The north side of the Marina District has
adequate sidewalks and crosswalks that
enhace the pedestrian experience. Itis also
characterized by the Des Moines Creek
Trail which allows for in city hiking and con-
nectivity to the SeaTac area.

Des Moines
WASHINGYTOGN

Marina District Wayfinding Project
CEP 460 Fal 2011
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 [Corridors|Central]

~ A t T marina
| C n L ra. district
The central zone in the marina district
has the highest concentration of pedestrian
unfriendly corridors. This zone also fea-
tures terrain that is more challenging for
pedestrian travel from the business core to
marina floor. This zone may have the high-
est influence over the pedestrian experi-
ence given its central location.

Pedestrian Friendly
M Undefined Path
Parking Lot

Marina Boardwalk

A _ ' _ Marina Bi’strixﬁt'Wavﬁiiciing'!"m}ect
Des Moines . e L o | " CEP 460 Fall 2011

~-Page 10

Crommunily
Envirenmant
Flanning.

(clelp




o [Cofﬁdé)rs [ Sé'ut'h]

Gy W h marina

S 0 ut district

The southern end of the Marina District
boasts an easy pedestrian access way on
south 227th to the marina floor. The 227th
corridor has adequate sidewalks and cross-
walks all the way from Marine View Drive to
the marina boardwalk, especially so when
using the north side of the road. The chal-
lenge in this zone is directing users from
Marine View Drive or 7th when their trip
starts north of 226th. One might be tempted
to direct pedestrians to the staircase down
to the marina floor just south of 225th; how-
ever, this route crosses undefined paths and
presents a less desirable experience.

| Pedestrian Friendly S o P
M UndefinedPath e P
Parking Lot | N S

‘Marina Boardwalk

VN Community ; cityof . ¢t Wayfinding Project
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| :[O'Velrviéw] -

| "T:h*e' WQYfinding' SVStﬁm o ~ Direct Vehicles o - Direct P'éde’?s{rians o - - Promote Actiﬁtes.
" aims to connect the the core =~ toMarna - toandfrom Marina = and Hemage
~ business strip on Marine - | | : gy | g
-~ View Drive with the isolated

- watexfrcmt Maxma and Beach
_Paxk |

B | R | | T | | Di:céc:t?::éry
Vehwle ngns dlreat I VEhlcle.-'_.'__ . Map - ”Histozy N
.mcammgvehwl@s to the B Slgns S Activities

largely invisible Marina R B T '_Calwdar :
and Beach Park,and make =~ e | R | |

- new visitors aware of their
: ex:tstence |

- S Pedestrian Kiosks
'Ped"E'stri'an' Kiosks g . |
e advertzse acthtzes events |
' businesses and heritage

- while providing direction | ) e e R
between the waterfront and " Directory Information:
| _.busmess Strlp T T : o R AHlser’

| | | | L o - | - ~ Map E c:.tzv:ttle_s,

_. Calendar

Marina Dl&trut Wayfinding Pr Ojet‘i
. CEP460Fall 2011
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W ayfindin

| Leg&r&d

Sign Im:amns 1
Existing Sign
5+ Waterfront Attfac%mm:
| #_-Vahmular Access |
o F ‘I’m*mng Direction ?‘i‘?

. Criteria for Locations:

&

| Gatéwayé from major arterials

s

Affmed to light poles

On same s:ide c>f s’t:reat as vehlcle

Does not duplicate existing sign

[}

Capture drivers who miss initial sign

.

Allow drivers time to prepare to turn

) Possible Issues -

. State route codes limit visual appeal

S

« May divert drivers from businesses

~» Does not advertise activities =~

Community : Marma l)istrlci: W‘nﬁnﬁmg I”m;aut
Envi g’ﬁ Des Moine : _
S P?:fi:ﬁf??ém 1 e WASHINGI?QNS : S ' S S CEP 460.Fall 2011

................. ol | Page 13




 [Kiosk Design Concepts]

aytind lng system

Foatprlnts S o Insp:ranen :

Maintains minimum passage
-on narrow sidewalk. Allows
- passers-by to read without
obstructing foot traffic. Lacks
- additional space for art.

| Comp act

Provides appealing volume

~ with opportunity for art
-facing street, while allowing
non-obstructive placement.
Content visible fromall
directions except for street.

| _Tr'i-an'gl'e

Combines maximum presence
in larger areas, with multiple
~ decorative surfaces. May
~only take up marginally more
_space than other options.

| _'_Re?Cté.ngfle_ x

Community | ina District Wayfinding Project
G, e p i:‘;ﬁ;‘?:;"’” I??fﬂ‘??‘ﬁs R o _. o e . | . CEPASOFAI20L
- - - . R o T L e Page 14




[Kiosk Content]| DiréCtorY]

Wayfinding...

__-Elements . :
- Map with footprints color- coded and cross-referenced Wz.th
~ directory. Text on map only to name roads.

Des Moines Marina District Directory

" Goals |

Make pedestrians aware of waterfront activities, dmwntown
~businesses, and key services. Enhance connectivity by
' _,directing exploration. Advertise and Publicize.

C riteria

Activites and Services shauld be compz‘ehenswe Inclusmn
of businesses in other categories may be selected by
committee or selected on a sponsarshlp basis.

S {1} BShue: View Bap e
© 4 e Sk Vi
G5 Pren Maices Dog Hoons
{4 M&:&n‘h&

Methads.'_ . - S o
~ All businesses are colored accmrdmg tca key Busmesses =
included in directory are indicated on map with |
- corresponding numbers. Recommended pedestrzaﬁ "
- pathways from Marine View Drive are darker.

g | mnppmg&m o
Uy B AR Mk ) Sexin '
8} CokyCrlla
) Zewith Fol] Gaslens
)y Een Michees Yiecks Clwk
9 Chmality ool (i
- iy B Y Pioc

_"Issues - -

| Inthe interest of visual clar:tty and ease Of use, mioxma‘tlcm -
~ on map should be limited to absolute essentials. Which
~information is most important?

finding Project
CEP 460 Fall 2011
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[Kiosk Content | Information]

_ ét;mtmcﬁ an mhﬁmal Teef amunei {he marma |
500 ibs. of ‘quarry rock, 36,000 tires, 30 loads of
concrete, and over 200 pmmiain {tems mgmg

- from toilets to bathiubs and s :
--good home for developing sea J,ﬁi&"

Downtow n _-'[G-enéri-c]

Communit g% alty eof : _ Maring District Wavfinding Project
rzﬁﬁ:na‘:wnmym E ) Bes Moines _ : - ) o : : . - ) . é stric ¥ c}gm%g nga(}

Flawning \ WASHINGBTDN
. Page 16




| theVVayﬁndmg 7

Criteria for Locations:

L

Nodes of activity or gathering

*

High visibility =~

Bus stops

. .

Intersections of paths

B

.

Intercept 'ped'estxia'ns “erite‘i‘i'ng waterfront

& -

Issues:

.

Redundancy/ Exact placement "

Catering to present vs. future

A

-

Puts peds on busy street

™

Lack of public space near businesses

Communii

\ A fy BNy g »
: Eavironmani Eﬁ‘%‘} Des Moines
; A Pianning 3 WASHINGTON

Existing Kiosk

A

Watertront Attractions|

 Existing kiosk at Marina: duplicate information

kai‘\'\\”;;gii_\\{:&&

= : g}m‘»\\\w\*\%""‘“w'“&

E

y@ww\,mwmﬂ =

gred

Ao A

Tth

Marine View Dr

SRR

AR

“Marina District Wayfinding Project

CEP 460 Fall 2011
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P 1 eexzenc;ng | o - | [Purpcse]

We have conducted ihls pro;ect with
the undexstandmg that signs and
‘kiosks are not-a complete solution

for navigating a district. A legible
streetscape and strong sense of place
‘can be powerfil tools for attracting
visitors and guiding them thrm},gh the
‘urban fabnc.-

Throughout the duration of the
project our team made observations
about the character of the Des’
Moines Marina District, its assets |
and challenges as we envisioned
them. This section is devoted to . |
identifying elements that could add
to and enhance the user experience.
We have identified infrastructure -
improvements that will promote
connectivity and add to public space.
Also identified are existing artistic
expressions and potential future
placement of art installations.

Dcéygff\lia;nes B | Marina D;smct Wavhnémg iju:t )

WASHINGTON ' L ' _ _ - _ ' _ CEP 460.Fafl 2011
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“Marina Way'” Ren _a'm ing
Currently, the name of 223rd street

is different to any other, yet it leads to

‘Way would mark it as the center of

Trucks and Stalls

Food trucks and stalls have proven to |
be a cheap, effective and flexible way
to activate and enliven under-utilized

floor could add to year-round appeal
‘and local culture. .

By defining and marking its

experiencing

provides no indication that this street

the Marina and Beach Park. Changing ';
the name of this street to Marina.

town, while informing passers-by

of the Marina hidden nearby and
complementing the district’s nautical
heritage.

spaces. Their presence on the Marina

Gatew ays an d Landmarks

center and its limits, a previously =
underdefined district can assert itself
and take form in the visitor's mind.

ity of .
Des Moines
WASHIMNGTON

Marina District Wayfinding Project
CEP 460.Fall 2011
Page 19
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experiencing  [Recommendations|Connectivity]

Marina Stairwalk

The current northern path to the -~
Marina veers to the right down Cliff
Avenue, while a city-owned right of
way continues west down a steep
‘escarpment to the Marina. Though it
now lies below a hidden lookout, this
location used to allow direct access to
the Marina down a stairwalk.

'Re-establishment of a staircase from
‘top of Cliff Avenue and South 223rd
down to the Marina floor could serve
to establish a main pedestrian corridor U
and act as the most centrally located =~ [,
‘public space in the Marina District. -
' By simplifying access to the heart of
‘the Marina with a visually striking

but appropriately scaled staircase,a
‘memorable new landmark could help
‘to form a local identity while vastly
improving connectivity. o

.
.

TR 7 g
Camaiygnily o Oy
Eiviregnment %@
Flarining Sy

b Molnee: - - . | _ Marina Distriet Wayfinding Project
WAS HE NG TO N o S | L . ' _ B . T CEPJ6D.Fali 201
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""" P 1 gxperié:ﬁciﬁg' s o R B [Rec:ommendatmns|Art+Context] |

The Marina District has a blend
of artistic elements and existing
infrastructure that highlight its
unique history and relationship to
the Puget Sound. During our time in
the Marina District we noticed many
“of these features were located in
obscure locations, reducing visibility
to visitors. A turtle sculpture is |
located in the library complex but
not adjacent to paths or entry to
the building; the Des Moines Shop
and Save sign is located in an alley
between 7th and Marine View Drive;
and the recently completed mural
honoring the aging process is located
‘on the south side of the QFC complex.
Placement of art accords significance
- to its setting, and so siting artin
poorly-traveled locations can create
confusion in the visitor’s mind. The
future placement of art should focus
on locations with higher levels of
-activity and visibility.

o mrit ity of . ke e s e s '
ey | ) pas Moines e ..~ . MarinaDistrict Wayfinding Proje
Planning 2 WASHINGTON = - L o o S R o - : ) CEP 400.Fall 2013

Page 21




"Denise 'La'thfa'p

~ has guided the project
throughout its phases
asthe team’skey
~ contact at the Des
- Moines Planning -
Department. She
played a major role in’
~defining this project
while providing
 valuable feedback and
background materials,
and mnmectmg the
team to other city
_resouxces |

" Design & Planning
~at UW, instructed,

- selected,and
mentored the project
 team, checking

in frequently and
providing feedback -
~and adviceon |
‘content and interim
presentations.

as Affiliate Assistant -
- Professor of Urban -

'_Abaut the Authors

Des Moines |
Planning Dept.
provided the team
with key GIS data
‘throughSteve
"Schunzel,aswell
“as providing valuable
~input and criticism

in developing the

- product..

Des Moines

- Arts Commission -
shared its vision for

~ the future of Des

- Moines and provided
guidance and

- background on local |

- _character and culture.

Des Moines .

Historical
Society connected
the project team with

‘Thistorical resources

that revealed the

_ nautical and frontier
‘heritage oi Des

- Moines, greatly
- influencing the

content of this report.

o 'Rabert Franco««

Tayar is st&dymg

- Political Science at UW

~ in addition to CEP. He
- is currently interning at
- People for Puget Sound

. asa Carlson szxc

- Fellow |

"_C ﬁpa‘

7 Planning :

' community garden.

/ Des Moines
WAEHINGTON

'Bman Gxeer is

studying CEP and Geég—- -
raphy at UW. Brian hasa

professional background

‘in real estate and land-
'scape and is currently -
working on starting a

" Kimo Jordan is
studying CEP at UW. He

is deeply interested in

“the world of co-work-
- ing and believes in the
good that collaboration
~_cando for the world. -

- Transportation.

- Mathan Retik

is studying Civil

- Engineering atUWin
“addition to CEP. He
recently completed
‘an internship at the -
‘Washington State

Department of

CCEP 460 Fall 2041
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