


ALI LAKEHART
Forterra

Green Cities Program Manager





• Combined Restoration Goal: 
~13,000 acres

Growing a 
Regional Network 

of 
Healthy Urban 

Forest

• 15 Green Cites/County

• Serving more than 1.6 M people

Program to Date (2005-2019)



ALL OF A CITY’S TREES

• Residential trees

• Street trees

• Trees in parks

• Trees on private land

• School trees

• Business’s trees

WHAT IS THE URBAN FOREST?



Benefits to Healthy Urban Forests
BENEFITS OF URBAN FORESTS



Threats To Our Urban Forest

• Urban growth 

• Loss of large canopy trees

• Invasive non-native plant 
species

• Aging canopy

• Invasive non-native insects and 
disease

• Improper tree care

• Lack of understanding about the 
value and benefits of urban 
trees

• Climate Change

• Inadequate urban forest 
planning, management, and 
funding

THREATS TO OUR URBAN FORESTS



URBAN FOREST STEWARSHIP PLAN

• Presented to Council and 
published online 2021

• Reference and guidebook 
to volunteer projects and 
City staff -2020 and 
onwards



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT



DES MOINES’ URBAN FOREST TODAY
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CANOPY COVER & SOCIAL VULNERABILITY



WHERE ARE DES MOINES’ TREES?



CANOPY ON PRIVATE LAND

45% of Des 
Moines’ canopy on 

private land

Only 25% of 
residential land 
covered with 

canopy

Greatest Potential 
for canopy

Greatest potential 
for retention



CANOPY COVER  IN RELATION TO SCHOOLS
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• Steward and enhance the 
urban forest with an active 
community.

• Retain forested parks by 
restoring and maintaining
326 acres of public parkland.

• Ensure sustainability by 
establishing long-term 
resources.

GREEN CITY PARTNERSHIP GOALS



• Yard Tree Distributions 
2020 and 2021 

• Virtual Tree Walk

• Virtual Tree Care Training

• Education about Trees

• DMMD Memorial Elm 
distribution

NEIGHBORHOOD TREE PROGRAM



CANOPY 
RETENTION-
PARKS



FORESTED PARKS HEALTH ASSESMENT



IF WE DO NOTHING…



WE CAN REVERSE THE TREND



THE FOREST STEWARD PROGRAM 2019-2020
CURRENTLY 300+ VOL HOURS



COMMUNITY STEWARDSHIP
COMMUNITY STEWARDSHIP

COMMUNITY WIDE



• Consider each City department’s role in caring for 
the urban forest and create a document outlining 
roles and responsibilities. 

• Complete an inventory of publicly owned trees. 

• Strengthen information on, and documentation of, 
street trees by creating an inventory and monitoring 
and maintenance protocols for those trees. 

• Strengthen the policies around trees on private 
property in order to preserve almost half of current 
canopy cover. 

• Create an approved plant list for future city 
plantings, especially street trees. Understand the 
maintenance requirements and costs associated 
with the trees on that list and plan accordingly. 

• Increase staff capacity to meet the needs of a 
growing City and Green Des Moines Partnership in 
order to retain, and potentially expand, the benefits 
Des Moines currently receives from its urban forest.

NEXT STEPS: RECOMENDATIONS



alakehart@forterra.org 

www.greendesmoineswa.org | 206-905-6909

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING 
OUR FORESTS!




