
McSorley Creek Water Monitoring Results 
Attached are the year-to-date results of citizen science water monitoring conducted by the Friends of 
Saltwater State Park, as of August 2, 2023. 

This sampling program was made possible by Friends of Saltwater State Park, Washington 
Parks and Recreation Commission, and GWW Sno-King Watershed Council.







The dissolved oxygen concentration and percent saturation remain low. There has 
been no measurable turbidity, and the hardness and alkalinity are typical. The E-Coli 
population has increased to a level not seen since a sewer spill in 2020. The 3-month 
mean has increased by a factor of 10 since June, well above the recommended level 
for recreational activity. Nitrate-nitrogen is above recommended limits.

	 


TABLE OF VALUES, WATER MONITORING RESULTS



Suggested water quality ranges for maximum health of aquatic life: 

Alkalinity between 60 and 150 mg/L 

pH between 6.5 and 9. 

Hardness between 60 and 189 mg/L 

Dissolved oxygen at 9.0 mg/L or above 

pH between 6.5 and 9. 

Turbidity below 5.0 NTU (Note: The method detection limit for the method used is 
8.0 NTU. Values below 8 NTU are reported as 8.0) 

E-Coli 3 month mean below 100 for recreational use 

Nitrate Nitrogen 0.31 mg/L 

Orthophosphate .06 mg/L 


